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PEA, Huawei link up
for innovation centre

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE Provincial Electricity Authority
(PEA) has partnered with Huawei
Technologies (Thailand) to establish
the PEA Innovation Centre, which is
expected to get off the ground in the
middle of nextyear.
The partnershipisinline with PEA’s
policyfordeveloping human resources
- through innovation and fostering
operational performance through
technology. Thisalso serves PEAs goal
of becoming “the electric utility of the
future”.

PEA  governor Sermsakool
Klaikaew and Huawei Thailand man-
aging director Qiang Hua yesterday
jointly signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between the
twopartnersto create the centre, which
will belocated on the third floor of the
LED Building in the PEA headquar-
ters, in Ngamwongwan Road.

The centre will be promoted as a
place for the development of innova-
tions for the electricity industry based
on advanced information and com-
munications technology, as well as
enabling PEA staff to learn related
technologies and share their techno-
logical knowledge with the public.

Sermsakool said that in the initial
stage the centre would focus on
research and development (R&D) on
the Internet of Things (IoT) and relat-
ed communications systems for the
power system. p

IoT refers to everyday physical
objects connected to the Internet and:
which are able to identify with other
devices. : ! !

Sermsakool said the PEA would
combine its rich experience in con-
struction and operations in the elec-
tric power industry with Huawei's
industry-leading ICT technologiesand
R&D capabilities to develop the
smarter power networks required in
the future.

Qiang said that the centre would
become another major milestone to
better serve local needs, and the com-
pany was confident that it would con-
tribute greatly to the country’s social
and economic development, in line
with the government’s Thailand 4.0
policy. He said the PEA centre would
become the second such innevation
centre focused on electricity estab-
lished by the Chinese company, after
it had set up one in its home market.

Asked about the cost of the centre’s
establishment, Qiang said that it was
difficultto specifyatthisstage, asit fell

PEA governor Sermsakool Klaikaew, second from left, and Huawei Thailand managing director Qiang Hua, second fromright,

join hands after signing a memorandum of understanding yesterday to create the PEA Innovation Centre.

under Huawei'slong-term investment

view.

In September, Qiang announced
that Huawei Thailand was focused on
promoting the full digital transforma-
tionof 10 economicsectorsin the coun-
try, includingenergy, as partofitscon-
tribution to nation’s shift into the
Thailand 4.0 era.

The cooperation with PEA is

*amongtheinitiativesthat thelocalunit

of the China’s leading ICT solution
provider Huawei Technologies has
been undertaking in Thailand.

In June, Huawei Thailand
launched its OpenLab Bangkok at the
GTower, Rama 9 Road, thathousesits
new headquarters.

The lab helps Huawei's customers
and business partnersindigital trans-
formation, offering them an open plat-
formand data-centreresourcestohelp
test solutions and speed up innova-
tions. It is its seventh OpenLab in the
world. The others are in Suzhou,
China; Mexico City; Munich;
Singapore; Johannesburg; and Dubai.



